
When a person loses his sight, he often also loses his livelihood, 

independence, and with that his confidence and dignity.  In Congo, we 

have even met patients whose spouses left them because they became 

blind.  No wonder studies have repeatedly shown that people world-

wide fear becoming blind more than any other long term health condi-

tion such as Alzheimers, heart disease and paralysis.  

 As much as blindness 

disables, sight restoration ena-

bles!  When a person can see 

again, he regains his livelihood 

and independence.  The trans-

formation that sight-restoring 

operation brings never fails to 

amaze us.  The patients often 

even look different.  They 

stand taller.  Their countenance is bright-

er.  They look stronger!  This is Victorine.  

She is so happy that her new sight will 

empower her to work in her shop again.  

She’s got the power! 

OUR VERY FIRST  

SUMMER INTERN! 

We are delighted and proud to congratulate our very 

first summer intern Rowan.  He spent his summer 

helping us first in the UK and then travelled all the 

way here to help us in the Congo jungle!  He was a 

wonderful help in so many different ways. You can 

catch up with his mighty adventures through his 

guest blog at www.newsightcongo.com/blog.  We 

are so thankful for amazing volunteers like him.. To 

volunteer, please get in touch: info@samoutou.com. 

EARLY CHRISTMAS in CONGO! 

Christmas came early for us this year when 36 boxes of medical 

supplies and equipment finally arrived after 6 months!  

Amongst them was this brand new YAG laser machine.  Thank 

you for helping us raise the funds to purchase this for the 

patients who have been desperately waiting for its arrival.   

New Sight, New Strength 

em·pow·er 
əmˈpou(ə)r/ 
Verb 
 
1. give (someone) the power to 
do something. 

“We are passionate about 
empowering the local 
community through training.” 
‘’Supporters empower New 
Sight by donating their time, 
talent, skills and finances.” 

Synonyms: allow, enable, equip 
 
2, make (someone) stronger 
and more confident, especially 
in controlling their life and 
claiming their rights. 

“The eye operation empowered 
him to return to work and 
support his family.” 
“When I lost my sight, I also 
lost my confidence.  I felt like I 
was a heavy burden.  Thank 
you for giving me the priceless 
gift of sight.  It has empowered 
me to embrace life again.” 

Synonyms: set free, liberate, 
unshackle 

NEW SIGHT NEWS  

DEC 2015 

VICTORIOUS VICTORINE! 
Victorine spontaneously flexed 

her muscles as she told her 

family that she was strong 

now!  Photo taken when she was 

discharged from the hospital 

after her cataract operation. 



 
We are honoured to announce that Hong Kong Ca-

ble TV News has filmed a 5-part documentary on 

New Sight which is to be released over a 5-week 

period starting  January 3, 2016.  The project started 

in Hong Kong in February 2014.  The filming in 

Congo was originally organised for September 2014, 

but the trip was postponed due to Ebola 

outbreak in the province next to us.  The 

TV crew arrived in September 2015.  We 

were immensely humbled by their hard work 

and patience.  They went above and beyond 

their job duties, and were a tremendous en-

couragement to both the staff and the 

Samoutou family.  Joyce said, ‘As a doctor, I 

am accustomed to helping patients and 

families very quietly and privately behind 

closed doors.   Now, in order to fundraise, 

we are forced to show the public the work 

that we do.  To be honest, I have always 

been uncomfortable about the unavoida-

ble publicity aspect of running a charity.  I 

dreaded the filming.  Even though there are many things that 

I wish I had done better, I was surprised at how much I 

enjoyed it.  There are 2 reasons.  1: While we always hear 

our patients tell us excitedly and gratefully how much 

their lives have changed after surgery, we normally do 

not have the time to see it with our own eyes.  What a 

joy and privilege it was to follow the TV crew and wit-

ness our patients in their own homes, proudly showing 

us what New Sight has empowered them to do - from 

returning to work to looking after their homes again.  2. 

We just long to share this joy with our supporters.  I 

have no idea how the documentary will turn out.  If our 

supporters can catch just a glimpse of the amazing things 

they have empowered us to do for our patients in Congo, 

I will be very happy.’ 

MakING a difference  

小事大意義 5-part Cable TV  

Documentary on New Sight 

Every Sunday starting 3 Jan 16 

News Channel 9 at 11:15 & 15:15 

Finance Info Channel 8 at 19:30 

Online Release Every Mon 

www.facebook.com/cablewish 
Clips will also be shown randomly during news cycles 

 NEW SIGHT ON TV!   

Here’s to a fun time getting ready for Christmas! 

Starting 3 Jan 2016! 


